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k - would, I prefume, be need- 
leſs to give you an Account | 
of this great Author, whoſe, 
vaſt Performances, as well 
as himſelf, are already too well known 
to you to need any Deſcription ; for be- 
des the Intimacy and perſonal Famili- 
arity which moſt of you have had with 
him, yourſeFves are ſufficient Witneſſes 
to many ſmall Pieces, of which he has 
contributed the chief Part in the Pro- 
duction: Let it ſuffice therefore only to 
obſerve, that 


All 


Al the pretty Ladies may ſafely vu. 


-, Id prEract 


rure upon"this little, ſhort, ſubſtantial | 
Performance. I tobt care to put nothing 
in it, that might ſtain your dear, fair 
Characters Met binks there is nothing 
in this Work, but what may, by a pro- 


per Addreſs, be well enough reconciled 


to the firmeſt Breaſt, and tendereſt Sen- 
timents. The whole Piece wwill, I hope, 
be found to flide eafily on, in a regular, 


| * Motion, towards the main End 
| of it s Formation. 1 mean the Support. 


and Welfare of all Societies, and the 


mutual Satisfaction of their 1 
. | 


THE 


THE 
BENEFIT, Sc. 


4 n 8 the Continuation of our Being, 


2 


Al 2 Species, are abſolutely neceſſary 
8 07 to render us happy in' this 
World, we find that our 
keeneft Appetites and ſtrongeſt Paſſions 
bend and incline us that way. Nay, the 
Attachment we naturally have cowards the 
fair Sex is one of the moſt conſiderable 
Deſires lodged at firſt in our Breaſts, and al- 
ways continues to be a Paſſion of the moſt 


general and prevailing Influence. 


How does the Breaſt heave with glow- 
ing Deſire, when the Eye perceives a 
ſprightly Mein, a fine Air, a beautiful, 
lovely Form, or an eaſy ſoft, pretty Be- 
haviour ! And, what is more, the Soul is 

B often 
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LISTS | 
Oe and the Propagation of our 


„ | 
often in a Flame, when only a Copy of 
the fair Original is preſented to our View ! 
The Imagination draws the Picture ſo much 
to the Life, we can't ſometimes help be- 
lieving it really to be what we are fo pal- 
ſionately fond of. | 


The firſt Race of Men uſed to reap the 
Joys of Love without Controul ; for tho 
it muſt be confeſs d they took to themſelves 
Wives, yet when theſe did not anſwer the 
great End of Marriage, they went ſucceſs- 
fully in to their Hand-maids ; or, in other 
Terms, they kept Miſſes or Concubines. 


In the more advanced Ages, it was thought 
neceſſary, for many weighty and political 
Reaſons, to lay Man's Inclination under 
a little more Reſtriction, by obliging (as 
well by human as Divine Laws) every 
Husband to keep to his own Wife, and eve- 
ry Wife to her own Husband. 


But in our depraved Days how well the 
Inftitution of Matrimony 1s accompliſh'd, 
which was intended to confine two Parties 


(Male and Female) to embrace each other, 


the great Number of Baſtard Children, 
the Frequency of Elopements, and the 
daily Suits of Law commenced for Cri- 
minal Converſation, do but too clearly de- 
monſtrate. 

Add 
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Add to this, tho* the Married State juſtly 
claims the Approbation of all good Men, 
inaſmuch as it ſtrengthens Friendſhip, ani- 
mates the ſocial Aﬀe&ions, and unires our 
Souls as, well as Bodies, yet no judicious 
young Fellow now-a-days will ſo much 
as propoſe to marry before he is in a Con- 
dition to live ſuitable to his preſent Rank 
and Station in Life. And a Girl of good 
Senſe is very cautious in the Choice of a 
Husband, as ſhe looks upon this to be an 
Affair of the greateſt Importance in Life, 
and 80 which her Happineſs entirely 
depends. If one, who is very well with 
' reſpect to his Quality and outward Circum- 
ſtances, makes his Addreſſes to this Girl, it's 
a great Chance if his Perſon or his Temper 
is not ſome how diſagreeable. And a Girl 
that is Miſtreſs of all the agreeable Qualifi- 
cations. of a Companion for Life may not 
have a ſuitable Fortune: But if ſhe ſhould 
it's generally agreed, that if the young Pair 
don't hit pretty near in their Sentiments, 
Temper, and Diſpolitions, it's impoſſible 
they ſhould be happy, tho? they might live 
in the midſt of Affluence; and that whilſt 
they can't ſhare in any other Entertainment 
than that of Billing, they are in a fair way 
of being for ever miſerable, | 


. 


Wy 
Thoſe that marry without any Conſide- 


ration this Way, may indeed paſs their 
Time agreeable enough in conjugal Careſſes, 


for a few Days; but by that Time the firſt 


Heats of Paſſion are fondly ſpent in the 
Marriage-bed, when the firſt warm Inter- 
courſes of Love are paſſed, the new Lovers, 
from the frequent Repetition of their late 
great Familiarities, generally fall into a lan- 
guid Indifference, a ſilly Neglect, and an 
open Contem 75 of each other; for where 
there is no ſolid Foundation to ſupport 
Friendſhip and mutual Eſteem, there Love 
an quickly drop: and fall away of courſe. 


Notwithſtanding this, Matrimony has of 
a great while obtain d the Countenance of 
every Community ; ; as Men have always 


adjudged it the beſt Expedient to preyent 


that Confuſion ariſen from the promiſcuous 


Intercourſes of the oppoſite Sexes. 


Nevertheleſs it muſt be taken pro conſeſſ, 


chat ſome thouſands of Men and Women 
in reality thro' a vicious Inclination, but, 
as they may pretend, from the foregoing, 
or ſuch like Reflections, daily cohabit to- 
gether i in an unlawful Manner, thereby miſ- 


applying their firſt, their ripeſt Fruits of 
- Love, and bringing into the World a 
Mul- 


395 
Multitude of inoffenſive Babes, who are 
either murder'd when Infanes, to conceal 
the Parents Shame, or which is all one” 
(for theſe Courſes can't be ſuppos'd to meet 
with the Almighty's Bleſſing) ſtarv'd, be- 
fore they are half grown up, for want of 
neceſſary Support. Wherefore, till ſuch. 
time as People become 'leſs vicious, or an 
Expedient can be otherwiſe thought of to 
prevent this cruel Piece of Barbarity, I moſt 
humbly ſubmit it to the Coated of 
the Judicious, whether the whole Nation 
would not ſoon find their Account in it, 
if thoſe fair Ladies (who, rather than lie 
idle, are willing to ſerve their Generation 
in an unlawful way) were under proper 
Regulations, ſo as that they ſhould not be 
induced to deſtroy their Offspring for fear 
of being called by the ignominious Name 
of WHor t which Word (ſay they) ought 
to be applied only to thoſe * tough, 


callous Proſtitutes who are incapable of 


Procreation 3 thoſe foul Strumpets that will 
ask 6 d. of a Gentleman for giving him 
what will coſt him more Pounds perhaps 
to get rid of; but which every Man juſtly 
deſerves that is fooliſh enough to venture 
upon any of thoſe (J can't call em Wo- 
men) whom the great Number of deplo- 
rable Spectacles under Cure. throughout the 
Kingdom gives Mankind ſo much Reaſon 
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= to deteſt; and that is fo much harden'd as 
to diſregard the Admonition of Solomon, 
who gives us a very juſt . Character of a 
Whore, a moſt: lively Deſcription of an 
Interview of this kind in the viith Chapter 
of his Proverbs. And I bebeld among the 
fimple ones, a young Man void of Under ſtand- 
ing, paſſing through the Street near her Corner, 
and be went the way to ber Houſe. In the 
Twilight, in the Evening,in the black and dark 
Nigut Aud behold, there met him a Mo- 
man with the Attire of an Harlot, and ſub- 
til of : Heart. (She is loud and ſtubborn, her 
Feet abide not in ber Houſe. Nom is ſhe 
without, now in the Streets, and lieth in 
wait at every Corner.) So ſhe caught him 
and kiſſed him, and with an impudent Face 
ſaid unto him, I have Peace-Offerings with 
me; this Day have I paid my Vows. There- 
fore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to 
ſeek thy Face, and ] have found thee. I 
haue \deck'd my Bed with Coverings of Ta- 
peſtry, with carved Works, with fine Lin- 
nen of. Egypt. I have perfumed my Bed 
with Myrrh, Aloes and Cinnamon. Come 
tet us take our Fill of Love until the Morn- 
ing, let us ſolace ourſelves with Love. For 
.tbe/good Man is not at home, he is gone a 
| Jong Journey; be hath taten a Bag of Money 
= -withbim, and will come home at the Day ap- 
= -poimed. With much fair Speech ſbe cauſed 
| 01 bim 
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bim to yield, with the flattering of ber Lips 
ſhe forced him. He goeth after her ſtraigbt- 
way, as an Ox goeth to the Slaughter, or 
as a Fool to the Correction of the Stocks; 
Till a Dart firike through his Liver, as a 
Bird haſteth to the Snare, and knoweth not 
that it is for his Life, Hearken unto me 
now therefore, O ye Children, and attend to 
the Words of my Mouth. Let not thine 
Heart incline to her Ways, go not aſtray in 
her Paths. For ſhe has caft down many 
wounded : Tea, many ſtrong Men have been 
ſlain by her. Her Houſe is the Way to Hell, 
going down to the Chambers of Death. 
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Having before obſerv'd that many Infants 
(not born in Wedlock) are cruelly andunna- 
turally ſlaughter'd, for no other Reaſon 
than to prevent their Parents Shame, or be- 
cauſe they are not in a Capacity of main- 
taining *em, therefore (out of a hearty Deſire 
to contribute what I can towards prevent- 
ing this great Evil) I ſhall here beg leave 
to offer the Publick ſome broken Hints of 
a Scheme for regulating theſe vigorous In- 
tercourſes of Love ; and hope it will be 
attended with the agreeable Succeſs, at leaſt, 
of inciting the Judicious to compleat a 
Scheme which requires too much Nicety 
for my weak Capacity to perform. 


Firſt, 


| . 685 

Fir, It is propoſed, that in all the 
Cities, Towns, and Places of Reſort in 
Great Britain and Ireland, there ſhall be 
large Buildings, under proper Regulations, 
| appropriated for Nurſing young Babies, 
where there ſhall be all neceſſary Conve- 
1 niences for Women in Child-bearing ; 
handſome Lodgings to be let out to all 
pretty Ladies that have a mind to be pri- 


vate and retire from the World for a few 
Weeks. 


Secondly, That all Infants - whatſoever 
ſhall be received into theſe Colleges, with- 
out asking- any Queſtions, and be taken 
care of till they are about fever or eight 


Years of Age. 


- 'Thirdy, That all theſe Boys 4. Girls 
ſhall — immediately be ordered to the 
ſeveral Manufactures, or to any other La- 

bour that ſhalb be judged; moſt beneficial 
to the Publick: And that they all be en- 
gaged, upon proper Conditions, to ſerve 
their reſpective mm till they are of 
Age. 


Beſides a great many * 1 
— to Society from this new- model d 
Charity, we ſhall have an excellent Pro- 
viſion made for all our Foundlings; the 
Want of which in our Ifland, is a Grie- 

Vance 
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vance that has never, as yet, been redreſs'd, 
tho* often lamented by ſome of our moſt 
ingenious Writers, 


The Guardian, in one of his Papers, 
repreſents the great Evil of this woeful 
Neglect, and acquaints us with the Method 
which other Nations have taken to prevent 
it. I ſhall here beg leave to inſert a few 
Paragraphs from the ſaid Writer upon this 
Subject. 


1 ſhall mention, ſays he, a Piece of 
Charity that has not yet been exerted a- 
mong us, and which deſerves our Atten- 
tion the more, becauſe it is practiſed by 
moſt of the Nations about us; I mean a 
Proviſion for Foundlings, or for thoſe Chil- 
dren who, through Want of ſuch a Proviſi- 
on, are expoſed. to the Barbarity of cruel 
and unnatural Parents. One does not know 
how to ſpeak on ſuch a Subject without 
Horror : What Multitude of Infants have 
been made away by thoſe who brought 
them into the World, and were afterwards 
either aſhamed, ar unable, to provide for 
them! 


There is ſcarce an Aſſizes or Seſſions where 
ſome unhappy Wretch is not executed for 
the Murder of a Child: And how many 
more of theſe Monſters of Humanity may 

8 we 
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we ſuppoſe to be wholly undiſcovered, or 
cleared for want of legal Evidence; not to 
mention thoſe who, by unnatural Practices, 
do, in ſome meaſure, defeat the Intention 
of Providence, and deſtroy their Concep- 
tions even before they ſee the Light. 


In all theſe the Guilt is equal, tho' the 
Puniſhment is not ſo. But to paſs by the 
Greatneſs of the Crime, which is not to be 
expreſs'd by Words, if we only conſider 


it as it robs the Common-wealth of its 
- full Number of Citizens, it certainly de- 


ſerves the utmoſt Application and Wiſdo 


of a People to prevent it. 


It is certain, that which generally be- 
trays theſe. profligate Women into it, and 
overcomes the Tenderneſs which is natural 
fo them on other Occaſions, is the Fear of 
Shame, or their Inability to ſupport thoſe 
whom they give Life to, | 

I ſhall therefore ſhew how this Evil is 
prevented in other Countries, as I have 
learned from thoſe who have been conyer- 


fant in the ſeveral great Cities in Europe. 


| There are at Paris, * Madrid, Lisbon, 


Rome, and many other large Towns, great 


Hol- 


The Hoſpital for Foundlings at Paris was erec- 
ted 4. D. 1640, and eſlabliſned by the 1 
ters 
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Hoſp itals built like oyr ,Colleges. In the 
Walls of theſe Hoſpitals are placed Ma- 
chines, in the Shape of large Lanthorns, 
with a little Door in the Side of them 
turned towards the Street, and a Bell hang- 
ing.by them, The Child is depoſited in 
this Lanthorn, which is immediately turned 
about to the Inſide of the Hoſpital, The 
Perſon who conveys the Child rings the 
Bell and leaves it there; upon which, the 
proper Officer comes and receives it, wich- 
out making any further Enquiry. 


The Parent, or her Friend who lays the 
Child there, generally leaves a Note with 
it, declaring Whether it be yet chriſtened, 
the Name it ſhould be called by, the par- 
ticular Marks upon it, and the like, 


It often happens that the Parent leaves 
a Note for the Maintenance and Edu- 
cation of the Child, or takes it out after 
it has been ſome Years in the Hoſp 11 
Nay, it has been known, that the Father 
has afterwards own'd the young F oundling 


Letters Patents dated June, 1670, to receive Chil- 


dren, which ſhould be found expoled in the City and 
Suburbs of .Paris, 


See a Pamphlet entitled An Account of the Foundation 
and Be of the Hoſpital far Foundlings in Paris, 
drawn up at the Command of her late Majeſty Queen 


Caroline, and publiſhed by R. Mantagu in Great - Mila - 
Creet. | 2 
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for his Son, and left his Eſtate to him. 
This is certain, that many are, by this 
means preſerv'd, and afterwards perform 
ſignal Services to their Country, 'who with- 
out ſuch a Proviſion might have periſhed 
as Abortives, or have come to an untime- 
ly End, and perhaps have brought upon 
their ouilty Parents the like Deſtruction,” ys 


I don't remember ever to have been ſo 
ſenſibly touch'd with any thing as with an 
Execution of this Kind. A poor unthink- 
ing good-humour'd Girl, from the ſtrong 
gate of Nature, and the warm, in- 
ſinuating Addreſſes of a young Gentleman 
in the Neighbourhood, was at length pre- 
vailed upon to open her tender Arms to his 


ſoft Embraces; and prov'd with Child. 
Finding herſelf thus ruined, ſhe is in the 


greateſt Confuſion imaginable, and now 


(too late) ſenſibly perceives ſhe is quite un- 


done. It diſtracts her very Soul to think 


that ſhe muſt part with her dear Character, 


the 'moſt valuable Jewel ſhe was ever in 
poſſeſſion of; that ſhe muſt be expoſed 
to publick Shame, loſe the Countenance of 
all her Friends, have her Charms neglected 
and deſpiſed by thoſe who uſed to admire 
them, and become at laſt the Subject of 
Laughter and Ridicule among all her Fe- 


| male Acquaintance. Thus ſadly loaded 


wich Perplexities ſne raves, to imagine that 
any 


| (13) 
any ſhould know the Cauſe of all her An- 


guiſh, She conceals her Grief, and had 
rather be dead than call for any Aſſiſtance 


to the Delivery of her woeful Burden, tho? 


ſhe is at the ſame time ſeized with the 
tendereſt Touches of Humanity. The 
poor Baby, that is thus by Stealth brought 
to breathe in open Air, ſoon dies, and fo 
cfnpleats the Ruin of its mourning Parent. 
She is tried for her Life, and by the 
Law the poor Creature is found guilty ; 
and now the moſt moving Scene ever be- 
held is ready to offer itſelf to our View. 
A handſome, jolly Girl, in the Bloom of 
Youth, and Gaiety of Life, is drawn to 


the Gallows. Streams of Good-humour 


uſed to flow from her ſprightly Eyes ; but 
now Floods of Teirs guſh from them: 
Her lovely Face is hid from Sight ; the 
fatal Rope goes round her Neck; her 
Breath is ſtop'd ; her glowing Boſom 
ſtrongly heaves ; 


Her feeble Pulſe forgets to play, 
She ſwings, ſhe ſinks, and dies away, 


The Legiſlature, no doubt, found them- 
ſelves under a Neceſſity of enacting thoſe 


Laws, ' becauſe of the unnatural Practices 


of ſome Wretches, who will deſtroy their 
own Offspring rather than be brought to 
publick Shame: But, can any one ſay it is 
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not a ſhocking Sight to ſee the Common- 
wealth thus rob'd of its Members, by de- 
ſtroying thoſe. charming Creatures whom 
Nature intended for the Support of our 
Strength and Comfort of our Lives? and 
that if a Method could be found out (not 
contrary to Religion and Reaſon) to pre- 
vent a young Lady's bluſhing at the Sight 
of her pretty ſoft Belly riſing above its 
ordinary Dimenſions, would it not prevent 
a deal of Miſchief which we now ſuffer 
by the Loſs of thoſe who might other- 


wiſe in all Probability have done ſome 


ſignal Services to their Country ? 


Was therefore, the aforeſaid, or ſome 
ſuch like Scheme brought to Perfection, 
of what infinite Advantage muſt it be to 
the Nation; and how vaſtly crouded would 
our Baby-Convents be? What prodigious 
Numbers of well-employ'd People ſhould 
we ſoon have! which are undoubtedly the 
proper Wealth and Security of a Nation ; 
for that every Country is poorer or richer, 
in proportion to the Number of its In- 
habitants, the Spefptor, has, methinks, de- 
monſtrated to the Convincing of every can- 
did Reader, in his 200th Paper, Vol. III. 
which I ſhall here take the Liberty of tran- 
ſeribing. 


te The 
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«© The Prince, ſays he, for the publick 
Good has a ſoveraign Property in every 
private Perſon's Eſtate, and conſequently 
his Riches muſt increaſe or decreaſe, in 
Proportion to the Number and Riches of 
his Subjects. For Example, if Sword or Pe- 
ſtilence ſhould deſtroy all the People of this 
Metropolis, the Queen“ muſt needs loſe a 
great Part of her Revenue, or, at leaſt, 
what is charged upon the City muſt in- 


creaſe the Burthen upon the reſt of her Sub- 


jets, Perhaps, the Inhabitants here are 
not above a Tenth Part of the whole; 
yet, as they are better fed, cloathed, and 
lodged, than her other Subjects, the Cu- 
ſtoms and Exciſes upon their Conſumption, 
the Imports, Duties on their Houſes, and other 
Taxes, do very probably make a fifth 
Part of the whole Revenue of the Crown: 
But this is not all, the Conſumption of the 
City takes off a great Part of the Fruits 
of the whole Iſland, p 


And as it pays ſuch a Proportion of the 
Rent, or yearly Value of the Lands in 
the Country; ſo it is the Cauſe of paying 
ſuch a Proportion of Taxes upon theſe 
Lands. The Loſs then of ſuch People 
muſt needs be ſenſible to: the Prince, and 


viſible to the whole Kingdom. 


Queen Anne. 
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On the other hand, if it ſhould pleaſe 
God to drop from Heaven a new People, 
equal in Number and Riches to the 
City, I ſhould be ready to think, their 
Exciſes, Cuſtoms and Houſe-Rent, would 
raiſe as great. a Revenue to the Crown, as 
would be loſt in the former Caſt, And 
as the Conſumption of this new Body 
would riſe in their yearly Value, and pay 
oreater Taxes to the Publick, the Gain, 
in this Caſe, would be as ſenſible as the 

former Loſs. 2 


Whatſoever is aſſeſſed upon the General, 
is levied upon Individuals. It were worth 
while then to conſider what is paid by, or 
by means of, the meaneſt Subjects, in order 
to compute the Value of every Subject to 
the Prince, 


E For my own Part, I ſhould believe, that 


ſeven-eighths of the People are without 
Property in themſelves, or the Heads of 
their Families, and forced to work for their 
daily Bread ; and that of this ſort there 
are ſeven Millions in the whole Ifland of 
Great-Britain And yet one would ima- 
gine, that ſeven-eighths of the whole People 
ſhould conſume, at leaſt, three-fourths of 
the whole Fruits of the Country. If this 


pay 
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pay Three-fourths of the Rents, and con- 
ſequently enable the Landmen to pay Three- 
fourths of their Taxes. Now, if ſo great 
a Part of the Land-Tax were to be di- 
vided by ſeven Millions, it would amount 
to more than three Shillings to every Head. 
And thus, as the Poor are the Cauſe, with- 
out which the Rich would not pay this 
Tax, even the pooreſt Subject is upon this 
Account worth three Shillings yearly to the 
Prince, 


Again, one would imagine the Con- 
ſumption of Seven-eighths of the whole 
People ſhould pay Two-thirds of all the 
Cuſtoms and Exciſes : And if this Sum 
too ſhould be divided by ſeven Millions, 
viz, the Number of poor People, it would 
amount to more than ſeven Shillings to 
every Head: And, therefore, with | this 
and the former Sum every poor Subject, 
without Property, except of his Limbs, or 
Labour, is worth, at leaſt, ten Shillings 
yearly to the Soveraign ; ſo much then 
the Queen loſes with every one of her old, 


and gains with every one of her new 
Subjects. 


When I was got into this way of think- 
ing, I preſently grew conceited of the Ar- 
gument, and was juſt preparing to write 
a Letter of Advice to a Member of Par- 

EF” lament, 


» 
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lament for opening of our Towns and 

Trade, for taking away all Manner of 
Diſtinction between the Natives and 
Foreigners, for repealing our Laws of Pa- 
riſh Settlements, and removing every other 
"Obſtacle to the Increaſe of our People. 
But as ſoon as I had recollected with what 
inimitable Eloquence my Fellow-Labourers 
had exaggerated the Miſchiets of ſelling 
the Birth-rights of Britons for a Shilling, 
of ſpoiling the pure Britiſb Blood with fo- 
reign Mixtures, of introducing a Confu- 
ſion of Languages and Religions, and of 
letting in Strangers to eat the Bread out of 
the Mouths of our own People, I became 
ſo humble as to let my Project fall to the 
Ground, and leave my Country to increaſe 
by the ordinary way of Generation. 


As I have always at heart the publick 
Good, ſo I'm ever contriving Schemes to 
promote it; and I think I may, without 
Vanity, pretend to have contrived ſome 
as wiſe as any of the Caſtle-Builders. I 
had no ſooner given up my former Project, 
but my Head was preſently full of draining 
Fens and Marſhes, banking out the Sea, 
and joining new Lands to -my Country ; 


for ſince tis thought impracticable to in- 


creaſe the People to the Land, I fell im- 
mediately to conſider how much would be 
gained to the Prince by increaſing the Land 
to the People. "A 9 


\ 
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If the ſame omnipotent Power which 


made the World, ſhould at this time raife 
out of the Ocean and join to Greatz- Britain 


an equal Extent of Land, with equal Build- 


ings, Corn, Cattle, and other Conveniences 
and Neceſſaries of Life, but no Men, 
Women, nor Children, I ſhould hardly 
believe this would add, either to the Riches 
of the People, or the Revenues of the 


Prince; for ſince the preſent Buildings are 


ſufficient for all the Inhabitants, if any of 
them ſhould forſake the old, to inhabit the 
new Part of the Iſland, the Increaſe of the 
Houſe- Rent in this would be attended with 
at leaſt an equal Decreaſe, of it in the 
other : Beſides, we have ſuch a Sufficiency 
of Corn and Cattle, that we give Bounties 
to our Neighbours to take what exceeds of 
the former off our Hands, and we will 
not ſuffer any of the latter to be import- 
ed upon us by our Fellow- Subjects; and 
for the remaining Product of the Country, 
it's already equal to our Markets : But 
if all theſe Things ſhould be doubled to 
the ſame Buyers, the Owners muſt be glad 
with half their preſent Prices, the Land- 
lords with half their preſent Rents ; and 
thus, by ſo great an Enlargement of the 
Country, the Rents in the whole would not 
increaſe, nor the Taxes to the Publick. 


D 2 On 


On the contrary, I ſhould believe they 
would be very much: diminiſhed ; for as 
the Land is only valuable for its Fruits, 
and theſe are all periſhable, and, for the 
moſt part, muſt either be uſed within the 
Year, or periſh without Uſe, the Owners 
w1ll get rid of them at any Rate, rather 
than they ſhould waſte in their Poſſeſſion ; 
ſo that it's probable the annual Production 
of thoſe periſhable Things, even one-tenth 
Part of them, beyond all Poſſibility of 
Uſe, will reduce one Half of their Value, 
It ſeems to be for this Reaſon, that our neigh- 
bouring Merchants, who ingroſs all the Spi- 
ces, and know how great a Quantity is equal 
to the Demand, deſtroy all that exceeds it. 
It were natural then to think that the an- 
nual Production of twice as much as can be 
uſed, muſt reduce all to an eighth Part of 
their preſent Prices; and, thus, this ex- 
tended Iſland would not exceed one- fourth 
Part of the preſent Tax. 


It is generally obſerved, that in Countries 
of the greateſt Plenty, there is the pooreſt 
Living; like the School-Men's Aſs in one 
of my Speculations, the People almoſt 
ſtarve between two Meals. The Truth 1s, 
the Poor, which are the Bulk of the Na- 
tion, work only that they may live; and 
if with two Days Labour they get a wretch- 
ed Subſiſtance for a Week, they will —_ 
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be brought to work the other four; but | 


then with the Wages of two Days they 
can neither pay ſuch Prices for their Pro- 
viſions, nor ſuch Exciſes to the Govern- 
ment. | . 


That Paradox therefore, in old Hehod; 
2% Hfa16v Sf, or half is more than 
the whole, is very applicable to the preſent 
Caſe; ſince nothing is more true in poli- 
tical Arithmetick, than that the ſame 
People with half the Country, is more 
valuable than the whole. I begin to think 
there was nothing abſurd in Sir V. Petty, 
when he fancied, if all the Highlands of 
Scotland, and the whole Kingdom of  {re- 
land, were ſunk in the Ocean, ſo that the 
People were all ſaved, and brought into 
the low Lands of 8 nay, tho 
they were to be reimburſed the Value of 
their Eſtates by the Body of the People, 
yet both the — — the Subjects in 
general would be enriched by the very 
Loſs. | 


If the People cal make the Riches, the 
Father of Ten Children is a greater Be- 


nefactor to his Country than he who has 


added to it 10,000 Acres of Land, and 
no People.” 


The Speltator 8 Computation of the Va- 
lue of every Subject to the Prine, is cer- 


— — 
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tainly 'very juſt, for we may reaſonably 
believe, that ſeven Millions of the Inha- 
bitants of Great-Britain are forced to work 
for their daily Bread, and that theſe may 
conſume at jeaft three-fourths of the whole 
Fruits of the Country : By this they pay 
three-fourths of the Rents, and ſo enable the 
Landed Men to pay three-fourths of their 
Taxes. And if this Sum, viz. three-fourths 
of the Land-Tax' were to be divided by 
feven Millions, we ſhould find it amount 
to more than 3 3. per Head. Upon this 
Account the pooreſt Subject is Wonen 37. 
7 wo. his Prince. | 


gn, One would imagine the Con- 
ſumption of ſeven Millions or  ſeven-8ths of 
the whole People ſhould pay two thirds 
of all the Cuſtoms and Exciſes. And if 
this Sum too were divided by ſeven Millions 
it would amount to more than 7 s. to eve- 
ry Head. And therefore with this and 
the former Sum, every poor Subject with- 
out any Property except of his Limbs and 
Labour, is worth at leaſt 10 5. yearly to 
the Soveraign. So much the Prince loſes 
with every one of his old, and gains with 
every one of his” new Subjects. f 


What the Greater alert aſſerts 
with reſpe& to the Value of our Lands 
is ' likewiſe very juſt, however uncommon 
10-0 Sis Ugo; (2 | p71 it 
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it may appear; for whilſt we have Corn 


and Cattle enough for our own Uſe, and 
to fill all our foreign Markets, any At- 
tempts towards the improving our Country 
by Husbandry are entirely uſeleſs, and are 
rather hurtful than beneficial to the Nation, 
without we at the ſame time conſult how 
to increaſe the Number of our People. 


We muſt therefore conclude with this 
ingenious Author, that the Father. of ten 
Children is a greater Benefactor to his 


Country, than he who has added to it 10000 


Acres of Land and no Children, 
The faid Writer tells us by way of In- 


troduction to one of his Papers, that he 


Was preparing to write a Letter of Advice 


to a Member of Parliament for opening the 


Freedom of our Towns, and removing every 


other Obſtacle to the Increaſe of our People: 
ſo I think it the Duty of all Perſons to 


exert themſelves in opening the Paſſage 
and clearing the Way in order ta 


ſtrengthen and enrich their native Country 
inaſmuch. as then would ſoon be effected 


what the good Spectator was ſorry he could 


not help looking upon as impracticable, 
viz. the Increaſe of the Inhabitants of our 
Iſland. Was this Project I have only 
hinted at, fairly puſh'd on, and proper 
Meaſures concerted for putting it in exe- 
cution; from this new Encouragement we 
: 7 ſhould 
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ſhould have, in Greaz-Britain and Treland, 
at leaſt thirty thouſand young ones yearly 
brought to Life, who never would have 
had a Being, had not this excellent Method 
been fallen upon. I reckon a Third of this 
Number wilt die before they are of Age; 
and the reſt, who grow up to their na- 
tural Strength and Perfection, we'll ſup- 
poſe only to live till they are forty Years 
of Age, by way of Allowance for thoſe 
that do not get this Length. - 


After the firſt ſeven or eight Years, ac- 
cording to the Model I have already laid 
down, we ſhould have twenty thouſand 
Boys and Girls yearly diſpatch'd from theſe 
Monaſteries to the ſeveral Manufactures, or 
what other Employments ſhould be thought 
moſt beneficial to the Publick. And, in 
about twenty Years after the Erection of 
theſe Hoſpitals, by the time the firſt Or- 
der of Foundlings come to be of Age, we 
ſhould have an annual Produce of twenty 
thouſand Subjects. And in twenty Years 
thereafter, by the time the firſt Rank of 
Foundlings came to be forty Years of Age, 
from this annual Produce, we ſhould have 
a Body of four hundred thouſand of con- 
ſtant Standing. a | 


For by that time, according to the Sup- 
poſition I have already made, we ſhould 
N . | have 
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have, yearly, one Rank advancing aver 
the Line of twenty, and another Rank 


_ * 


— 


filing off from forty. | 


Again, one would imagine, that the In- 
creaſe of this ſtanding Body of four hun- 
dred Thouſand would be conſiderable; even 
allowing they were only - to propagate 
among themſelves. I preſume they would 
produce every Year between forty and fifty 
thouſand young, Ones ; and thoſe, if put 
under the ſame Regulation with their Pre- 
deceſſors, would at the Expiration of forty 
Years, come to be another Standing Body 
of eight hundred thoufand ; double the 
Number of their Parents, And the yearly 
Offspring, again, of this ſtanding Body of 
eight hundred thouland, by the fame Rule, 
will, at the Expiration of . forty Years 
more, grow up to a third ſtanding Body 
of ſixteen hundred Thouſand ; double the 
Number of their Parents, 


And at this rate, we may go on multi- 
plying and increaſing to the End of the 
World. | . * 


From all which it is evident, if the Plan 
I have here laid down was rightly purſued, 
in about forty Years Time, we ſhoald: have 
a ſtanding Body of four hundred thouſand 
new Subjects, who never would have had 


E a Be- 


> 
- — 
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a Being, had not this Proj ect been put in 
Execution, together with an Addition of 
200,0000 I. per Annum to the Revenue, 
allowing every Subject to be worth only 
ten Shillings yer aun to the King. 


And forty. Years | thereafter we ſhould 
. another new Body of eight hundred 
Thouſand ; that is, Gahey Years hence we 
ſhould have, in all, a ſtanding Body of 
one Million. two hundred thouſand, which 
makes an Addition of 600,000 J. per Ann. 
to the Revenue. 0 


And forty Years after that Date, again, 
we ſhould * a third new Body of one 
Million ſix hundred thouſand; has is, one 
yy and twenty Years hence we ſhould 
ve, in all, two Million eight hundred 
Thouſand, which makes an Addition of 
1.400. 000 J. per Ann. to the Revenue. 


And thus we ſhould always find our 
Sitength and Wealth increaſe in a Geo- 
metrical Proportion! Thus in a little time 
we ſhould be in a Capacity to pay off our 
national Debt, without having any new 
Taxes laid upon us: We ſhould (inftead 
ol being interrupted in our Trade by Iberian 
Rapine) ſoon become the Terror of all 
Zurope, and the maſt foreudable Power 
5. 1 the . of the Globe. — 

4 e 
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T he „Bee of the Publick in main- 
taining theſe Foundlings, till they are fit 
to be ſent to the ſeveral Manufactures, will 
ſoon be returned by the Produce of " their 
Labour afterwards, and by their Con- 
ſumption of ſuch things as pay Cuſtom' or 
Exciſe to the Crown: Tho? indeed the 
large Sums which have been uſually given to- 
wards maintaining Halian Singers, and pro- 
curing foreign Commodities, would be of 
itſelf ſufficient to carry on the Work without 
any Expence at all to the Publick. 


I ſhall not be poſitive as to the Accu 
. racy of this Calculation, but am fully 


ſuaded that every one (who conſiders , — | 


Matter impartially) will own, that had 
the Project been on foot for the laſt three 
Centuries, both our Strength and Wealth 


would have been by this time very con- 
ſiderably increag'd. 


1 hope theſe broken Hints will have the 
Countenance and Approbation of all thoſe 
who have at Heart the Intereſt and Wel- 
fare of their Country, leaving it to the 
more judicious Part ot Mankind to im- 


prove a Scheme ſo apparently calculated 
for the Benefit of the Prince, as well as 


the Advantage of the whole Community. 
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"Declar' i 0 5 Words bis Requeſt; 
Nor whin'd like an amorous 258 tt 88 my 


Nor ever departed unbleſt. M At 
The Girl, who was ripe for the dane 1191 
Look d out for 2 ſizeable Lad; 2 * 3 


| Then frankly diſcover'd her F hams, 


And what ſhe demanded ſhe had. 
But while they thus revel'd at large, 
And Bantlings incteas d in their Kind. 2 
'Thi Mather fill dore all the. Charge : * 

The F. ather what Mortal could kind? 8 2 
80 when great Semiramis reign n : 
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And Women repin'd at their Lot,” 1 125 
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The Queen Matrimony ordain'd, | 
That each might maintain what he got. 


While) under this Petticoat Rule, ES 3 
The Men were obig d to ſubmit: E 


Still own'd all that came to his DF < 
'The Men on this Syſtem refin'd, ny; oh 


bey granted t the Union f for 43/4 Nt | 7 | 
But made (their chaſte Spouſes to £8" 
* be Huſband the Head of the Wife. 
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